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The City of Silvis Illinois has a rich and unique history 
rooted in industry, community, and steady growth that 
continues to shape its identity today. Originally known 
as Pleasant Valley, Silvis was officially incorporated in 
1906 and took its name from early settler Richard Ship-
pen Silvis, whose family operated a local mining com-
pany. From its earliest days, the cityôs development was 
closely tied to the railroad industry, which played a de-
fining role in both its economy and culture. 

The arrival of the Rock Island Line locomotive repair 
shops in the early 1900s transformed Silvis into a thriv-
ing railroad community. The large-scale rail yard and 
repair facilities brought jobs and attracted a diverse 

workforce, including many immigrant families, particularly from Mexico. These workers 
helped build not only the infrastructure of the railroad, but also the foundation of the commu-
nity itself. Neighborhoods such as ñLa Yardaò developed during this time, contributing to the 
cityôs cultural heritage and sense of identity. 

Throughout the 20th century, Silvis continued to grow as part of the larger Quad Cities re-
gion, benefiting from its strategic location near major transportation routes and neighboring 
communities such as East Moline and Moline. Today, Silvis remains a proud member of the 
Quad Cities metropolitan area, with a population of just over 8,000 residents and a reputation 
as a ñCity of Progress.ò The city is also home to notable landmarks such as Hero Street USA, 
a nationally recognized tribute to the many residents who served in the United States military, 
reflecting the communityôs long-standing tradition of service and sacrifice. 

Public safety services have been an important part of Silvis since its early years. The Silvis 
Fire Department was established in 1908, just two years after the cityôs incorporation, demon-
strating an early commitment to protecting life and property. While detailed early records of 
the Silvis Police Department are limited, the department has grown alongside the city, evolv-
ing into a modern, professional law enforcement agency dedicated to community-oriented po-
licing. 

Today, the Silvis Police Department is comprised of sworn officers and support staff who 
work collaboratively with regional partners, including multi-jurisdictional task forces and 
shared emergency dispatch services. The department emphasizes visibility, professionalism, 
and strong community partnerships, continuing a tradition of service that reflects the values 
upon which the city was built. Officers regularly engage with residents and businesses, rein-
forcing trust and cooperation as key components of public safety. 

From its origins as a railroad town to its current role as a vibrant and connected community, 
Silvis has demonstrated resilience and progress through each generation. The continued de-
velopment of its public services, including its police department, highlights the cityôs commit-
ment to safety, growth, and quality of life. As Silvis looks to the future, it remains grounded in 
its history while continuing to move forward as a strong and proud community within the 
Quad Cities. 
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ABOUT THE DEPARTMENT  

Core Responsibilities 

¶ Patrol Services: Uniformed Officers patrol neighborhoods, business districts, city parks and 

public areas to deter crime and respond to calls for service.  Each patrol shift experiences different 

types of calls and therefore each Officer must be able to adapt quickly based on the situation they 

are responding to. 

¶ Emergency Response: Officers handle 911 calls involving accidents, disputes, medical emer-

gencies, fires (alongside fire departments), and active crimes. 

¶ Criminal Investigations: Detectives investigate crimes such as theft, assault, homicide, fraud, 

and cybercrime. Our Investigations Unit is also responsible for maintaining the evidence fault. 

¶ Traffic Enforcement: Managing traffic flow, responding to collisions, and enforcing road 

safety laws.  The Silvis Police Department has two solar speed signs that are placed throughout the 

city based on community requests. 

¶ Community Policing: Building relationships with residents through outreach programs, school 

visits, business checks and neighborhood meetings. The Silvis Police Department is involved with 

many community events such as Touch-a-Truck, Trunk or Treat, National Night Out Against 

Crime, Christmas in Silvis and our annual Shop with a Cop. 

Special Units: The Silvis Police Department currently has a Quad City Metropolitan Enforcement 

Group (QCMEG) officer who works covertly to investigate narcotic crimes.  The Officer assigned 

to this role also receives specialized training involving SWAT techniques and investigative respon-

sibilities. 
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Community Role 
The Silvis Police Department emphasizes community-oriented policing, encouraging collab-
oration between Officers and residents to prevent crime before it happens. Transparency, ac-
countability, and public trust are central to effective policing and community support. 



The employees of The Silvis Police Department are essential to providing a safe, 

thriving and successful community in which every citizen can be proud of. Our de-

partment consists of a dedicated and diverse team of sworn officers, supervisory 

staff and civilian employees whom all work together to provided the absolute best 

law enforcement services possible.  Each member of our department plays a vital 

role in ensuring that the City of Silvis remains a safe, welcoming community to 

live, work and raise a family in. 

 

Our sworn officers are highly trained and committed to upholding the law with 

professionalism, integrity and respect for the citizens they serve.  They are skilled 
in a variety of areas including community policing in which officers volunteer their 

time to provide informational lectures on cybercrime and elder abuse. They also 
spend time interacting with the youth of the community and building a trusting 

bond that will hopefully impact them forever. Our officers are highly trained to in-
vestigate crimes, enforce traffic laws and provide emergency medical care.  The 

Silvis Police Department places a high priority on training opportunities to ensure 
that our officers are well-equipped to respond to the evolving challenges and 

changes of modern law enforcement.  

 

Our employees commitment to professional development and public service is un-
deniable.  In addition to the standard training required, many of our officers will-

ingly take part in specialized training related to areas such as de-escalation, mental 
health crisis response, juvenile interview techniques, and advanced investigative 

strategies.  The availability of these training courses allow our department to 
evolve and grow with the ever changing law enforcement world.    
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